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SCENE III

,   AllMANDE,   PHIJLAMINTE,

CLITANDRE

THIS. I have a great piece of news to tell you. We
Lave had a narrow escape while sleeping. Madam.
Another world passed by us and fell into our vortex;
if it had run into our earth on its way, we should
have been smashed to pieces like glass.

PHIL. Let us postpone this discourse to another
occasion: this gentleman would see neither rhyme
nor reason in it; he professes to cherish ignorance
and to hate both wit and knowledge.

CUT. That statement requires some qualification. I
will explain myself, Madam. I only hate knowledge
and wit when they spoil people. These are things
good and beautiful in themselves; but I much
prefer to be in the ranks of the ignorant than to be
learned in the way some people are.

THIS. No matter what people say, I, for one, do not
believe that learning can possibly spoil anything.

CLIT. And I am of opinion that, in deeds as well as
in words, learning is capable of making great fools.

TEIS. That is a strange paradox.

CLIT. Without being very clever, it would, I think,
be very easy to produce proof of what I say: if
reasons failed me I am quite sure that^ in any case,
notable examples would not be far to seek.

TBIS. You might cite some which would prove hardly
anything.

CUT. I should not have to go far to find what I want.

THIS. These famous examples are not visible to me.

CLIT. I perceive them so plainly that they almost
blind me.